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■ WAINFLEET MAYOR: Newcomer April Jeffs and council moving forward 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

With her dog Bambi resting on the couch, Wainfleet Mayor April Jeffs talks about her first year in office as a rookie 
mayor. Jeffs and an almost all-rookie council tackled some big issues in the first year of their four-year term. 


Ayear of 
change 


DAVEJOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

WAINFLEET - Hie Big Pipe, an 
interim control bylaw for the lake- 
shore, wind turbines, a new offi¬ 
cial plan and arena problems — all 
big items for a council and mayor 
to tackle during their first year in 
office. 

Especially for an almost all¬ 
rookie council and mayor. 

But, Mayor April Jeffs and coun¬ 
cil — newcomer aldermen Richard 
Dykstra, Betty Konc and David 
Wyatt, with veteran Ted Hessels 


— took on each issue and, in most 
cases, came up with solutions they 
and the community were satisfied 
with. 

Jeffs says the Big Pipe was an 
issue that was fairly easy to take 
on, especially with a good major¬ 
ity of township residents opposed 
to Niagara Region’s proposed plan 
that considered installing a water- 
sewer line from Port Colborne to 
the Haldimand County border to 
take care of failing septic systems 
along the Lake Erie shoreline. 

see MAYOR | page 2 
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Baptism by fire for Jeffs in rookie year 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 


When she’s not on the job as mayor of Wainfleet, taking photos for her photography business or spending time with her husband 
and two sons, April Jeffs can be found riding the roads of Wainfleet and Niagara on her motorcycle. 


FROM PAGE 1 

"It was clear that no one 
wanted it... our goal was to 
get it removed. I have to be 
honest, I think the region 
was ready for us to come 
in and tell them we didn’t 
want it. I think they saw the 
writing on the wall when 
they saw who was voted in 
here,” the mayor says. 

Jeffs says with the region 
having so many other proj¬ 
ects on the go, she’s pretty 
sure most councillors at the 
upper level were relieved 
the township asked for the 
proposal to be removed 
from the books. 

“We had a plan in place, 
too,” she adds. 


I have to give a 
lot of credit to 
staff. When we walked in 
and said we didn't want 
the Big Pipe, they said 
they’d work with us and 
do whatever we needed. 
That’s what they have 
been doing, they’ve been 
getting this program in 
place.” 

Wainfleet Mayor April Jeffs 


That plan is the find, 
replace, repair program. If 
implemented, inspections 
in the boil water advisory 
area of Wainfleet, every¬ 
thing south of the former 
CN rail line, now the 
Gord Harry Trail, to the 
lakeshore would be car¬ 
ried out every three years. 
Inspections could be man¬ 
datory when property is 
transferred from one party 
to another. 

The first non-intrusive 
phase of the program would 
have township staff gather 
information and check 
out systems. If a problem 
or risk is found, a more 
detailed inspection would 
be carried out by qualified 
third parties. Homeowners 
would be responsible for 
any repairs. 

Township staff have con¬ 
sulted with the Ontario 


Wastewater Association, 
region and other agencies 
on the program. 

“I have to give a lot of 
credit to staff. When we 
walked in and said we 
didn’t want the Big Pipe, 
they said they’d work with 
us and do whatever we 
needed. That’s what they 
have been doing, they've 
been getting this program 


in place,” Jeffs says. 

The mayor and council 
feel the program is a step in 
the right direction and that 
it can be a shining example 
to other communities and 
it won’t cost hundreds of 
millions of dollars, like the 
Big Pipe could have. 

find, repair, replace pro¬ 
gram, Wainfleet has put an 


interim control bylaw in 
place along the lakeshore. 

The bylaw freezes most 
development in the boil 
water advisory area for a 
year. It’s a temporary bylaw 
and any developments that 
meet current bylaws will be 
allowed. Things like replac¬ 
ing shingles, doors or win¬ 
dows are allowed, as are 
any new developments that 


meet with existing bylaws. 

“We just wanted a year so 
that could get a handle on 
things and move forward. It 
will be lifted when we have 
our new zoning bylaws in 
place,” Jeffs says. 

“The bylaw was really 
contentious with a certain 
group of people and we got 
a lot of negative feedback, 
but we also had some posi- 


You could have a 
lot of new 
development in the 
hamlet areas over the 
next few years and not 
even notice it.” 

Wainfleet Mayor April Jeffs 


five feedback as well.” 

Jeffs says people have 
accused her and council of 
not wanting development 
in Wainfleet because of the 
Big Pipe being killed and 
the interim control bylaw 
being put in place. 

“It’s not true. We don’t 
have a big tax base here in 
Wainfleet and it makes it 
hard when we deal with the 
budget,” she says, adding 
new development would 
increase the tax base. 

Wainfleet is primar¬ 
ily a rural community, 
and council and residents 
want to keep it that way, 
but development can take 
place in the hamlet areas, 
she says. 

The new official plan, 
started by the previous 
council, directs new devel¬ 
opment to the hamlets of 
the township, such as the 
Winger area. 

“You could have a lot of 
new development in the 
hamlet areas over the next 
few years and not even 
notice it,” the mayor says. 

While the township 
works on the interim con¬ 
trol bylaw, official plan and 
the find, repair, replace 
program, it still has every¬ 
day challenges to deal with. 

One of those chal¬ 
lenges, and one that was 
completely unexpected, is 
Wainfleet Arena. 

An inspection carried 
out earlier this year found 
a number of issues with the 
arena. A number of addi¬ 
tions were put on with no 
record of building permits 
having ever been issued. 
And it has no fire alarm 
system. 

Costs to install fire alarms 
and bring the building up 
to code are estimated to be 
in the $2-million range. 

see MAYOR | page 3 
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Township staff ‘onside’ with Jeffs’ approach 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Wainfleet Mayor April Jeffs talks with a resident during a break at a council meeting earlier this year. Jeffs likes to meet with as 
many residents and delegations as she can before each council meeting. 


I like to think I’m approachable. I’m jokey and 
lighthearted and sometimes I worry that can 
be perceived the wrong way. When I need to be 
professional, I can be.” 

Wainfleet Mayor April Jeffs 


FROM PAGE 2 

Jeffs says council never 
gave any consideration to 
closing the facility, even 
though neighbouring Port 
Colborne is building a 
new health and wellness 
centre that will have two ice 
surfaces. 

“There’s no appetite for 
that in Wainfleet at all,” she 
says, adding many consider 
the arena to be the hub of 
the community. 

“The arena will always be 
there.” 

What Wainfleet decides 
to do with the facility will 
be up to residents and 
council. It could undergo 
changes to alleviate some 
of the concerns brought out 
in the report about the state 
of the facility. 

There was some 
talk of wind 
turbines on the 
campaign trail and it 
was in the back of our 
minds, but it came on so 
fast. It was a baptism by 
fire for an inexperienced 
council.” 

Wainfleet Mayor April Jeffs 


Some in the community 
would like to see the mayor 
and council just waive the 
rules when it comes to the 
arena, says Jeffs. 

People want the township 
and council to waive rules 
when it comes to many 
things, including develop¬ 
ment along the lakeshore. 

“We can’t do that, we 
have to go through certain 
procedures.” 

As a small business 
owner — Jeffs runs a pho¬ 
tography business — she’s 
used to the idea of getting 
something done if it needs 
to be done and making it 
happen. 

“We all (council) have a 
real drive to make things 
happen quicker, but it 
doesn't work that way in 
government.” 

Now that’s she been in 
the mayor’s seat for a year, 


Jeffs has a better handle 
on what’s covered by 
various levels of govern¬ 
ment — region, federal or 
provincial. 

She quickly learned the 
provincial government has 
full control over the major 
issue affecting Wainfleet 
residents today — wind 
turbines. 

Under the Green Energy 
Act, Ontario makes all the 
decisions regarding the 
number and placement of 
wind turbines in communi¬ 
ties across the province. 

“There was some talk of 
wind turbines on the cam¬ 
paign trail and it was in 
the back of our minds, but 

baptism by fire for an inex¬ 
perienced council,” Jeffs 

She believes council did 
the right thing by holding 
a public meeting to hear 
from residents about what 
they thought. One wind 
turbine project is proposed 
in the Burnaby area, while 
another is looking toward 
the north end of the town¬ 
ship, close to the West 
Lincoln border. 

Residents’ thoughts and 
council discussion led to a 
moratorium on wind tur¬ 
bines in the township being 
passed. However, that 
moratorium holds no real 
weight because the prov¬ 
ince has the final say in the 
process. 

Jeffs and her coun¬ 
cil were supportive of a 
recent private member’s 
bill to put decision-making 
back in the hands of local 
municipalities when it 
came to wind turbines and 
solar panels. That bill was 
defeated about a month 
ago — with support of the 
township's new MPP, Cindy 
Forster. 

Jeffs is not opposed to 
green energy. She just 
wants to see the township 
have more say over where 
things go. 

Though the issue has 
quieted down a bit, at least 
three times a week she'll 
have residents stop her and 
ask where things are at. 

“People have a lot of 
questions and concerns 
about adverse health issues 


and property devaluation.” 

Having people stop and 
question her wherever she 
may be is something new to 
Jeffs. But being a very social 
person, she doesn’t mind. 

“I like to think I’m 
approachable. I’m jokey 
and lighthearted and some¬ 
times I worry that can be 
perceived the wrong way,” 


she says. 

"When I need to be pro¬ 
fessional, I can be.” 

As part of her routine 
before each council meet¬ 
ing, Jeffs will head into 
council chambers and greet 
people who are there as 


opponents of projects, and 
those just there to watch 


the proceedings. 

people who have never 
been to council can be ner¬ 
vous and I like to talk to 

When she was first 
elected, her goal was to be 
an “old school” mayor. One 
who went to visit people, 
sit down in their kitchen 
and hash out a concern or 
problem. 

During an orientation 
session for new coun¬ 
cil members, a munici¬ 
pal lawyer suggested that 
might not be a good thing 
to do. Township staff also 
suggested she may want to 


reconsider that idea. 

"I think in the beginning 
staff was trying to protect 
me and council, but as we 
went through a few issues 
and met with people, they 
saw how people reacted 
and the positive feedback 
we were receiving. Staff 
have jumped onside now." 

djohnson@wellandtribune.ca 
Twitter: @DaveJlheTribune 
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■ourview 


Roads always an issue 


W ainfleet hasn’t set talks for its 2012 budget yet, but 
Mayor April Jeffs said roads will probably be one 
of the top issues. 

Roads are always an issue in the township, she said. 

For years, work on Lakeshore Rd. and a number of 
roads that run off of it, was put off while the water-sewer 
issue, the Big Pipe, issue was ongoing. One can’t blame 
the township for not wanting to fix roads that could have 
possibly been torn up to make way for a water-sewer line. 
Last year, a number of the roads were fixed. 

But fixing them cost Wainfleet almost its whole roads 
budget — around $2.1 million — for the year. With 
Wainfleet’s whole capital budget at $3.97 million, it’s a big 
chunk of change for roads. 

This year, council will have to decide which roads in the 
township will be fixed next. It could also decide to pave 
certain gravel roads. 

Residents have approached council to ask that their 
gravel road be paved. 

While in some cases we’re sure paving a gravel road can 
be justified, in other cases it may not warrant it right now. 

And while Wainfleet will have to deal with roads, so too 
will Port Colborne. 

The city has spent the last few years fixing a number of 
roads, but there is always more work to be done. 

There are roads in Port Colborne that need work, but 
how much the city spends depends on the budget and the 
condition of the road. 

Both in Wainfleet and Port Colborne, there is more road 
work to be done than money in the bank. 

We’re not sure what the solution is to finding more 
money, but we hope both municipalities are able to at least 
fix the roads in most need of repair. 


ASK COUNCIL A QUESTION 

Both Mayor Vance Badawey and Mayor April Jeffs are 
holding levees this weekend. 

The levees — Wainfleet’s is on Saturday and Port’s is on 
Sunday — are a chance for residents to come out and talk 
with the mayor of their respective municipality. 

Members of both councils will also be hand to meet with 
residents and celebrate the start of a new year. 

Residents should take the opportunity to attend the 
levee in their city. It gives them a chance to ask any 
question they want and find out where their representative 
stands. 

It’s a chance to voice an opinion in an informal session. 

We encourage everyone in Wainfleet and Port Colborne 
to attend their levees. 


■ I’VE BEEN THINKING 

It’s a brand new year 


INTERIM PASTOR GARYTOMIUCK 

Wainfleet Congregational Christian Church 

A s we look back on this last 
year, all of us have probably 
shed some tears, most of us have 
experienced some pain, and some of us 
have even endured the death of a loved 
one. Now that is brand New Year is 
upon us we may well experience some 
or all of these things again. 

But the Lord will comfort us, 
encourage us, and see us through what 
ever unknown we have to face and we 
do not have to face it alone. For God 
knows the end from the beginning, 
not only for this year but for every 
year. It was nearly 2,000 years ago when 
God came down in the person of His 
Son. He left the highest heavens and 
came down to earth to be born as a 
baby, a fetus, a cell in the body of Mary. 

We don’t have to look up to try and 
find God as the Russian cosmonauts 
did while travelling in space, saying 
that “God is not up here." Billions of 
dollars are spent trying to track and to 
hear signals from extra-terrestrial life or 
to prove that UFO’s exist. 

Jesus came to planet earth in 
space and time as an IBB (Identified 
Baby Boy). We don’t have to cry out 
in hopelessness, the lyrics of some 
popular songs like Pink Floyd's “Hello 
is there anybody out there?” and “I 
know you’re out there somewhere” by 
the Moody Blues. 

The Lord’s birth was the very first 
step in His mission to us. There are 
three things I would like all of you to 


consider as they carry you into this 
New Year. 

How can it be? When the Angel told 
Mary that she would give birth to Jesus 
as a virgin. She was overwhelmed and 
although she did not understand this 
she still believed. 

She was the one who tended, who 
cared for her every need over her 
helpless baby. She felt the breath of 
God, the heartbeat of God and she 
even changed the diaper of God. And 
that little tender scalp that Mary oiled 
and kissed would 33 years later feel the 
sharp pain of thorns that were driven 
into his tender scalp, and those little 
baby hands and feel that move joyfully 
and kicked about happily would have 
those spikes hammered viscously into 
them. As the one who stretched out the 
heavens would stretch his hands out 
on that cross and die for the sins of the 
world. How can it be that the heart of 
God stopped beating. How can it be 
that the breath of 

God ceased. Some doctors have said 
that one of the reasons Jesus died so 
quickly was because of a broken 
heart. Mary also experienced a broken 
heart when Simon said to her "A sword 
will pierce your soul too.” Luke 2:25. 

Standing by the cross looking upon 
her son's, broken, battered and bloody 
body and hearing him groan in pain a 
sword truly pierced her heart. 

Some of you have also experienced 
anguish, grief and overwhelming 
heartache and a sword has pierced you 
soul. What about that doctor’s report? 
Will my loved ones be alive one year 
from now, one month, one week, one 


day? Will my daughter or son arrive 
home safely? Will they die without 
Christ etc. How can it be? And that 
razor sharp sword plunges deeply and 
twists and turns over and over again. 

You say no one understands me 
— just Mary who went through more 
that this. Nobody understands — just 
Jesus who experienced infinitely 
more. Nobody understands — just God 
who gave his only Son for us. 

Now the second statement follows 
from that first question how can it 
be? That is, "With God nothing is 
impossible.” Luke 1:34. 

Luke 1:37. Take comfort throughout 
this year that the one who holds the 
universe together can hold your mind, 
your life, and your family together, and 
lastly. And now we come to the third 
statement which is our only logical 
response, "I am the Lord’s servant.” 
Luke 1:38. 

In view of the birth, death and 
resurrection of Christ we should 
joyfully long to serve Him in gratitude. 

His birth, death and resurrection 
stand or all together — the crib, the 
cross, the stone. 

What will happen to you this 
year? Only God knows, but take Him 
in hand and walk with Him daily. The 
Lord may return this year or He may 
call you to Himself, in any event you 
are one day closer to your eternal home 
if you have put your faith and trust in 
Christ. 

And you will have not only a brand 
new year but a brand new life in Christ. 
Do it now and have a Very Happy New 
Year. 


■ COLUMN 

Community is better when working together 


LINDSAY COSTELLO 

Special to InPort News 

I t is better to give than to receive. 

As the holiday season comes to a 
close, it is important to highlight those 
actions that have helped bring festive 
cheer to Port Colborne this year. 

Individuals, groups and businesses 
have shown that coming together for 
a common good can contribute to the 


betterment of the community. 

Outreach organization Port Cares 
continued with its annual holiday 
traditions, drumming up volunteers 
and support to run the Adopt a Family 
program. 

By collecting items and monetary 
donations from local businesses and 
residents, the organization was able to 
assist about 20 youth and families this 
year and provide them with gifts and 
support they may not otherwise receive. 


Families are able to create wish lists 
that shoppers keep in mind when 
searching for the perfect presents. 

The gift givers can go out and find 
suitable items or donate money so the 
organization can shop on their behalf. 

Clothing and food items are popular 
choices and show that it is life’s basic 
pleasures that have the ability to make a 
difference for those in need. 

see COSTELLO | page 5 
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50 kids take part in dinner party 
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LINDSAY COSTELLO InPort News Photo 
Nick Ceply of Christian View Fellowship and Recreation Centre accepts a 
bin of food donations from Port Colborne Operatic Society members Devon 
Lawrence and Emily Denney, who collected the items with the cast of Annie 
for use at the centre's weekly lunchtime gatherings. 


Each week we will print 6 licence plate numbers. 

If your licence plate number is listed, be the 
first caller to leave a message with your name 
telephone number and time of call. 
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0AKW00D DISPLAYS HOLIDAY SPIRIT 


Supplied Photo 

Oakwood Public School held its holiday concert, "A Penguin's Christmas”, on Dec. 21. An extraordinary cast of students 
from Grades 4 to 8 filled the leading roles. Devon Grover starred as Santa Claus and Brooke Bulitz starred as Mrs. Claus. All 
students in the primary and junior grades sang. 


DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Oakwood Public School student council members, from left, 
Nathan Potts, Michael Benson, Jonathon Bokma, Connor 
Buchanan, Ashley Gillespie, Erin McKenzie and Logan Campbell 
hold some of the toys collected for Santa's Helpers. The council 
challenged all classes in the school to donate. Non-perishable 
food items were also donated to the food bank in Port Colborne. 


■ TRAILERS: Employee housing removed, new accommodations to be built 


Skydive Burnaby moving forward without trailers 


WAINFLEET — Eighteen trailers 
that once housed staff at Skydive 
Burnaby have been removed from 
the property, said owner Tara Pitt. 

The trailers had been ordered 
removed by the township, but 
remained on the property until a 


council meeting in late November. 

At that meeting, aldermen decided 
not to allow the construction of 18 
buildings measuring 8.28 square 
metres each to replace the trailers 
used by seasonal employees at the 
facility on Burnaby Rd. The smaller 
units, council felt, would set a bad 
precedent and not conform to any 
property standard or zoning bylaws. 


"We fought for nine years but 
came to the realization that we 
lost the fight," said Pitt, who owns 
Skydive Burnaby with her husband, 
Mike. "In no way are we defeated 
though.” 

Pitt said the trailers are all gone 
now and it both hurts and helps the 
skydive facility. 

As a seasonal business, the couple 


is doing all it can to survive in an 
uncertain economy and having staff 
accommodated onsite helps. 

About 40 employees work at 
Skydive Burnaby during the season, 
and staff accommodation would be 
for those who come from outside 
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Clearance! 



from Sudbury to our drop zone. 
We have very loyal people with us, 
we’re a tight family here and we’ll 
get through it All we can do is keep 
moving forward.” 

While the township would allow 
for the construction of a bunkhouse 
that could house 20 people, Pitt said 
the couple isn’t sure what is going in 
on the property. 

"We’re going to build something 
... it will be bigger and better than 
what we had before. We’re actually 
a litde excited." 

She said whatever is built on 
the property, on the east side of 
Burnaby Rd., has to be in before the 
skydiving season kicks off. 

Depending on the weather, sky- 
divers could start jumping in mid- 
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■ SANTA’S HELPERS 

A community that cares 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News 

WELLAND — Christmastime 
is known as the season of giving. 

And nowhere does that senti¬ 
ment ring truer than in south 
Niagara. 

A helping hand was available 
in every corner of the commu¬ 
nity in both Welland and Port 
Colbome in hopes of making the 
holidays a time that everyone 
could enjoy — regardless of their 
financial situation. 

Through the Christmas 
hamper program facilitated 
by Welland agencies Salvation 
Army, The Hope Centre and St. 
Vincent de Paul, 1,977 individu¬ 
als were helped this season — 
880 of them aged 16 and under. 

This year’s registrant total is 
about the same as years past, 
said Salvation Army executive 
director Greg Warkentin, and 
also includes 105 families who 
were adopted by local schools, 
businesses and community 
members. 

Family adoption is a growing 
trend, Warkentin said. 

More and more groups and 
even families forfeit purchasing 


gifts for one another in order to 
provide an unforgetable holiday 
experience for a less fortunate 

This year's Christmas hamper 
program was run a bit differently 
than in years past. 

Last year, for the first time, 
the hamper program was only 
offered to families and not single 
adults. This year, the program 
returned to offering hampers to 
both groups. 

Also new this year was a 
partnership with Holy Trinity 
Church, which offered up its 
building for use in distributing 
the Christmas gifts. 

The partnership between the 
three agencies and local church 
has proven successful this year. 

“We all have limited 
resources,” Warkentin said. 

“But it’s wonderful to be able 
to share the resources we do 

By pooling limited funds 
together, the agencies are able to 
help more people, he added. 

In Port Colborne, the need for 
assistance was also great. 

At least 360 families found 
their holidays brightened by 
Santa's Helpers. 


It was a successful year for the 
group that provides food, cloth¬ 
ing and toys to families in need 
over the holidays. 

The number of people coming 
in for assistance increased this 
year, and so did the number 
of new faces that Mieke Van 
Es saw pass through the doors 
of Community Living Port 
Colborne-Wainfleet, where 
Santa’s Helpers were stationed. 

The program’s co-ordinator 
said the Christmas season came 
on quickly for many lakeside city 
residents who recently lost their 
Jobs, were laid off or were wait¬ 
ing for Employment Insurance 
to kick in. 

But with the help of more than 
50 volunteers and many gener¬ 
ous donations from the com¬ 
munity, the program was able to 
assist each registrant who sought 
some Christmas cheer. 

“Donations were wonderful 
this year,” Van Es said, credit¬ 
ing local residents, corporations 
and schools for pitching in and 
giving what they could to make 
die holidays more enjoyable for 

see SANTA'S HELPERS | page 8 
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■ SANTA’S HELPERS 


More than 350 families helped by group 




Happy 1 together 


Bistro Chicken® 

Choose from: 


Buffalox 

Chicken 

Fillets—. 


8 great MEAL IDEAS 

runncc ronn/i a nt=i mini ic uadittitqi 


ONE DAY ONLY 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7 

INSTANT 


FREE PRODUCT 

or 5% or 10% off 

your total purchase. 

"EVERY CARD IS A WINNER! 

Available in-store only! *See store for details. 

All prices in effect 249 K 

FRIDAY, JAN. 6 until PORT Q ome 

THURSDAY,JAN. 12,2012 fftl DADMC U0MI ' 
unlace nthanvicn CafaH COLBUKNE WWW .nm 


www.mmmeatshops.com the in port news 


Spend $30 and receive 
a scratch card for a 
chance to win a 
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■ MEET WITH COUNCIL: Mayor and council to be on hand in Wainfleet and Port 

Mayors’ levees this weekend 

InPort News staff Jan. 7 at 1 p.m., in addi- day,” said Jeffs, adding Heritage Village. It’s the Mayor Vance Badawey at city hall for the annual 

tion to being a chance for residents can contact the area where trees, real trees said his levee will be levee and all residents are 

WAINFLEET — The town- residents to talk with her township office for more only, will be burned as well held the day following invited to come out. 

ship's doing something a and council, will also see information. under the supervision of Wainfleet’s. For more information 

little different for the 2012 Christmas tree burnings. The levee will be held the fire service. “Ours is on Sunday, Jan. on both levees contact 

mayor’s levee. “People can drop off in the ball diamonds off “We thought we'd do a 8 at 1 p.m.” Wainfleet at 905-899-3463 

Mayor April Jeffs said the their trees ahead of time of Station Rd. behind little something different Badawey said he and and Port Colborne at 905- 
levee, to be held Saturday, if they can’t be there that the arena and Marshville this year,” said Jeffs. council will be on hand 835-2900. 





Always a fast, friendly 
and 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 


< 2 , 


■ 
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wi shin g .every© ng a 



r^ew 




Frank OUTSELLS every other agent in Port Colborne* 

...and has for the last 11 years in a row! 

2001 , 2002 , 2003 , 2004 , 2005 , 2006 , 2007 , 2008 , 2009,2010 

When you want it ,call... 

Frank RuzyckI 

Sales Representative 

PortColbomeHomes.com 905 - 834-7653 

WainfleetHomes.com Office 905 - 834-7777 

*ALL Reported Pi Colborne MLS Residential Sales Transactions Niagara Assoc. 


/ 

, Welland Realty Ltd., Brokerage 
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■ CASCO: Arena site of annual event put on by city and company 


Different kind of icing at arena 



4. t „ >, 188-A West St Port Colbome 

Jiowert Cjicqe* » 905 . 835-2155 




t the Corporation for the 

* J6 

t —!■> mayor’s new year levee 


■ Please join Mayor Jeffs and Council on • 
t Saturday January 7,2012 . 

at the Baseball Diamond , 

^ behind the Arena (off Side Road 20) 
for the Mayor’s Levee 
*■ and first annual Christmas Tree Burning • 
* Event kickoff to commence at 1:00 p.m. j 
with a ceremonial lighting. j 
Trees may be dropped in advance , 
no earlier than 
January 5, 2012 
for those not able to attend. 

Light refreshments provided. ' 
WAINFLEET RESIDENTS ONLY J 

•weather permitting* i 


PORT COLBORNE — 





KATHLEEN CLARK Tribune Photos 
TOP LEFT: From left, Elliot Pruyn, 3, Emma Pruyn, 5, and Grace 
Ward, 5, make beautiful paper bag puppets at the craft table 
at the Casco and Friends Kids New Year's Eve Carnival in Port 
Colborne. 

LEFT: Three-year-old Zoe Bates shows off the cookie she 
decorated with her mom, Kristie Bates, at the Casco and 
Friends Kids New Year's Eve Carnival. 

ABOVE: Ten-year-old twins Allyssa and Legacey Leveille display 
their decorated cookies and painted faces at the Casco and 
Friends Kids New Year's Eve Carnival. 
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■ EDUCATION: Program to be delivered at Princess Elizabeth, Gordon and McKay schools 


Public board expanding French immersion 

sion program. cessful they’ve been turning pro- the consultation with parents said Philip, Dalewood, Parliament Oak, 

QMI Agency The board of trustees voted spective students away for years that they wanted further French Briardale and Alexandra schools 

to offer French immersion at the because there wasn’t enough space, immersion," she said. beginning September 2012. 

ST. CATHARINES — District Grade 4 level across Niagara start- said Carol Germyn, superintendent The board will expand the French immersion promises stu- 
School Board of Niagara will spend ing in 2012. The program currently of school support services. program at Princess Elizabeth, dents 3,800 hours of instruction in 

up to $778,000 over the next three has entry windows at Grade 5. The “The demand has increased and Gordon, McKay, Central, Prince French by Grade 8. 

years to expand its French immer- board’s program has been so sue- 







When the electricity fails... 

how will you be 

m t KM S B K m * 

Cor nell Feenstra Electric L td. 

All Types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation & Aerial Bucket Truck Service 

Call: 905-899-2373 • Fax: 905-899-2383 



Jvj TEMPERATURES ARE 
p. * FALLING!* ** 

| ! ~\ CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE I * 


^ nesiaeniiai - commercial 9^ 

BOB REID 905-892-7787^11 


Reduce Your Utility Bills With Energy Efficient 
Thermal Replacement Windows 
• Solid Vinyl Frames & Sashes • Low E Argon • Tilt In 

James A. 


Flemin g 


(905) 835-8062 


A New 
LOOK! 


Just Arrived! 

100's of New Frames 


Bring Your Vision Prescription to 

SMITH 




SMITH 

Vision & 
Hearing Care 

482 Steele St. Port Colborne 
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portraits 


■ WELDING 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 


Brendon Haley, of Port Colborne High School's high skills major welding program, welds in preparation for a Canadian Welding 
Bureau flat welding ticket test. Kirk Dressel of Dressel Welding Supply Inc. in St. Catharines was at the school to help students 
prepare for the test. 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Peter Blatchley, left, and Travis Tweedy, right, two students 
from Port Colborne High School's high skills major welding 
program, along with teacher Vic Barker, second from left, 
stand with Ron Keller of Lock 8 Equipment and Marine. The 
company recently donated a MIG welder to the program. 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Brendon Haley of Port Colborne High School’s high skills 
major welding program welds in preparation for a Canadian 
Welding Bureau flat-welding ticket test. Kirk Dressel of Dressel 
Welding Supply Inc. in St. Catharines was at the school to help 
students prepare for the test. 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 
Travis Tweedy, left, watches as Kirk Dressel of Dressel Welding 
Supply Inc. in St. Catharines takes a measurement of his steel. 
Dressel was helping Tweedy, and Dalton Young, right, of Port 
Colborne High School's high skills major welding program for 
their Canadian Welding Bureau flat-welding ticket test. 
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cl assif ied extra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Announcements 



Don’t give your ad 

the wrong kind of shelf life. 


Connect with more 
potential customers: 

call 1-866-541-6757 
or visit us online. 


Plug into the power of classified newspaper advertising 
today. Newspaper advertising gets attention, and it gets 
results. Plus, short lead times and daily publication mean 
you can keep your advertising current in a medium that 
attracts readers every day. 



classified extra 
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EARN EXTRA CASH 
ADULTS, STUDENTS, 
SENIORS 

CARRIER WANTED 
IN YOUR 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 

If you would like to earn extra spend- 


905-732-|414^Charlene 


Beverly Sneath Art Studio 

commissions, portraits, viewing 
appointments, watercolour and acrylic 
classes & workshops 
1341 Effingham St., Ridgeville 


^Stout 

DANCE AEROBICS 

Dance made easy, 
Fitness made fun! 

Starts January 9th, 2012 
A.M & P.M Classes 
Fonthill and Welland 
Special price for Winter! 
Bring a friend Super Speciall 
Call Bonnie @ 289-897-8912 
for times and locati 
www.danceitint.ee 


905-68*2 S 14O r b ' 


Psychics 


IT S THE LAW 


THIS IS YOllfrtlVING ROOM. 

Chances are, if someone in your family 
experiences cardiac arrest, it will happen 
at home. Are you prepared? Learn CPR. 
Stop cardiac arrest from taking its next 
life. Learn more at heartandstroke.ca 


Hunting? 

Whether you’re looking in iust your 


Whether you’re looking in just your 
community or across Canada, this 
is your connection to job listings I 
Accounting and finance to human 
resources, sales, marketing and 
much more I It’s allhere. 


classified extra.ca 

in print &? online 

www.classifiedextra.ca 

1-866-541-6757 
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■ RECREATION: Canal-side facility will draw boarders and BMXers 

It’s a lock on skatepark site 


u 


It’s been far too long since youth 
in the city have been asked for 
their opinion.” 


Port Colborne Mayor Vance Badawey 


DAVEJOHNSON 
InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — Lock 
8 Park is the unanimous 
choice as home of a skate¬ 
board and BMX park in Port 
Colborne. 

Mayor Vance Badawey 
said people surveyed at 
a public open house on 
Monday, Dec. 19 chose the 
park alongside the Welland 
Canal as the preferred site 
over two others. 

"There was a short list of 
three locations with aerial 
shots and a fourth location 
suggested at the meeting.” 

The choices, presented 
by consultant LANDinc., 
were H.H. Knoll Lakeview 
Park, Lock 8 Park, Seaway 
Park and the fourth location 
— suggested by youth at the 
meeting — was just south 
of the fire hall on Mellanby 

LANDinc., which has 


worked on similar parks 
across the country, pre¬ 
sented the pros and cons of 
each location to the 50 resi¬ 
dents in attendance, about 
half of which were youth. 
Mayor’s youth advisory 
council members were at the 
meeting. 

“Lock 8 was picked 
because of its central loca¬ 
tion and high visibility,” 
said Badawey, adding the 
city’s youth and his youth 
council were encouraged 
and empowered to lead the 
process. 

“It’s been far too long since 
youth in the city have been 
asked for their opinion.” 

The mayor said high visi¬ 
bility was not only important 


to the youth involved in the 
process, but also to Niagara 
Regional Police, who were 
also at the meeting. Police 
supported the location, he 
said, because it allows them 
to see the park and ensure 
the youth there are safe and 
protected. 

There was some opposi¬ 
tion to the choice of Lock 8 
Park due to it being a tour¬ 
ist location in the city, espe¬ 
cially with some teens using 
language others may find 
offensive. 

“The youth council said it 
wasn’t fair to paint all teens 
with the same brush,” said 
Badawey, adding others said 
the whole city is a tourist 
location. 


He said the discussion, 
even the opposition to the 
location, was cordial with no 
one fighting. 

A report will now be 
brought forward to council 
in mid-January and con¬ 
struction could begin in the 
spring or summer of 2012. 

Depending on the final 
design of the skateboard 
and BMX park it could 
cost between $600,000 and 
$700,000. Money was set 
aside for construction in 
2010, said Badawey. 

The mayor said the youth 
council pledged to fund 
10% of the costs and have 
had people approach it to 
contribute to the project. 
Badawey said he and other 
councillors have also been 
approached by people want¬ 
ing to help out. 

“We may do something 
like we’re doing at the (Vale) 
health and wellness centre, a 
donor wall or sidewalk.” 


SEEING Life Better 


Visumax Bladeless Lasik 


• High Patient Satisfaction 

• Short Procedure Time 

• Promotes Quicker Healing 

• Safe, Precise & Affordable 


Gift Certificates Available 


DR. ANDREW TAYLOR, MD 

provision^ ^fisasassr 1 

<SC7/ie way you want to see* 

6800 Morrison Street, Niagara Falls 
Call 905.371.3217 or 1.888.510.2020 
www.lasikprovision. 


BOOK NOW! 
LIMITED TIME OFFER 


See Now, $A A® 
Pay Later' JZ }L 



■ TD CANADA TRUSTTOY DRIVE 


MARYANNE FIRTH Staff Photo 
The annual toy collection at TD Canada Trust in Port 
Colborne began Dec. 1 and has yielded a mountain of gifts 
for Santa's Helpers, a program that provides families 
in need with food and toys for the holidays. Pictured in 
front, from left, are bank staff Nancy Acaster and Brooke 
Caldwell, and in back, from left, are bank manager Frank 
Dedonato and Santa's Helpers co-ordinator Mieke Van 
Es. Families can register for the program, which is based 
out of Community Living Port Colborne-Wainfleet, until 
Dec. 21. Hours are Monday to Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. Toy, food and monetary donations are still being 
accepted at TD Canada Trust and Community Living. 



FREE Preliminary Eye Exam 


To see if you are a candidate 
for Lasik Suraerv 


LASIK PROVISION’S GIFTTO YOU! 



















